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Who has used OER for 
course materials?

•What course?
•Did you start from scratch to create 
the OER by yourself or with 
colleagues? 
• If not, how did you come to that OER?



OER can be 
hard to find.

That’s where
we can help!

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File
:Needle_in_haystack7.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Needle_in_haystack7.jpg
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• Barbara Illowsky (then Chief Academic Affairs Officer for the 

CCC Online Education Initiative)
• CCC instructional designers
• Cyrus Helf, WLAC
• Helen Graves, OEI
• Liezl Madrona, OEI 

• Librarians
• Nicole Woolley, SCC, OEI (project coordinator)
• Antonio Lopez, SCC

• Faculty (OEI Design Rubric)
• OpenStax 
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Create 30 sample course shells ~ 29 with 
embedded OER to make adoption simple for 
faculty + 1 “empty” shell

Note: the project made 11 shells for 
mathematics
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Location: 
Canvas Commons ~  

all 114 CCC plus several CSU use Canvas
Equity: 
Make it easy to adopt OER
Professional Development:
Build in effective online teaching strategies



Canvas Commons
Search: CCC OEI OER Math



… and some more shells



How to use view & 
use the shells

•Make a sandbox shell in your Canvas instance
• Find the shell you want from Canvas Commons
• Import that Canvas Commons into your 

sandbox
• NOTE: any imported shell will overwrite 

everything in your shell so start with an empty 
shell!!
• Edit away!
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• PPts 
• Embed MyOpenMath homework system 
• Test banks
• Customizing shells
• College customization
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Use the shell with any 
textbook you want…. 

OER or not!



� ����� ��
• Upload PPts 
• Add videos
• Test banks
• OER Commons hub for collaboration
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• Full cc mathematics pathway, starting 

with Elem. Algebra and going through 
Differential Eq’s
•Most open textbooks: OpenStax
•MyOpenMath for hw system
•Online support
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Creative Commons Attribution licensed



To learn more... 

https://www.oeconsortium.org/

https://www.cccoer.org/

http://cvc.edu/faculty-
resources/open-educational-
resources/

https://www.oeconsortium.org/
https://www.cccoer.org/
http://cvc.edu/faculty-resources/open-educational-resources/


Thank you!

Barbara Illowsky
illowskybarbara@

fhda.edu
@DrBSI
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